
Activities and Ethics: 

• What activities or use types that rely on fixed anchors are appropriate in 

Wilderness? Specifically define “sport climbs, traditional face climbs, bolt 

ladders, canyoneering, rappelling, slacklining” and their appropriateness in 

Wilderness?   

• Are fixed anchors appropriate on sections of routes where the use of 

removable hardware is feasible or on sections of routes that have no 

rock features adequate for the placement of removable protection?  
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Permits and Enforcement: 

 
• Should the BLM require permits for new fixed anchors and why? If permits are 

appropriate, please describe a practical application process including selection 

criteria such as: quotas, density, location, and review panels. Should permits be 

authorized for individual fixed anchors, individual routes, or by person and why?  

 

• How should permits be monitored and enforced by the BLM?   
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Cultural, Visual,  

and Natural Resources: 
• Are permanent fixed anchors appropriate near cultural resources, raptor nesting sites, 

or other sensitive natural resources? Should specific zones or areas be limited or 

closed to new fixed anchors with these resources?  How do permanent fixed anchors 

compare to slings on their impact to natural resources including trees, vegetation, 

soils, and rock resources? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Should visual impacts be considered when placing permanent fixed anchors?  Should 

camouflaging anchor hardware to surrounding rock be required, recommended, or 

unregulated and why? 
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Wilderness and  

Wilderness Character: 
 

 

• How do fixed anchors impact Wilderness character measures including: 

untrammeled, natural, undeveloped, and opportunities for solitude or 

primitive and unconfined recreation?  

• Define the level of self-reliance and/or safety expected in Wilderness 

climbing, specifically addressing the frequency of fixed anchors found in 

Wilderness? 

• What is the minimum tool required to safely and successfully place fixed 

anchors in Wilderness areas including but not limited to power drills, hand 

drills, “perma-draws” and “removable bolts”? 
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